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There are many styles of hearing aids. To �nd out what style will best accommodate 
your hearing loss and work with your lifestyle, meet with a professional hearing 
advisor. Click here to set up your free test today.

Listed below are the most common styles:

ITE: In-The-Ear units �t completely inside the outer ear and are used for mild to 
severe hearing loss. They are probably the most comfortable, the least expensive 
and the easiest to operate. They are also the largest of the custom made styles. ITE 
aids usually are not worn by young children because the casings need to be 
replaced often as the ear grows.

ITC: In-The-Canal units �t into the ear canal and are typically smaller than ITEs. They 
require good dexterity to control the volume wheels and other controls on the 
faceplate. The ITC hearing aid is made to �t the size and shape of a person’s ear 
canal.

CIC: Completely-In-the-Canal units are the tiniest hearing aids made. A CIC hearing 
aid is nearly hidden in the ear canal. They usually require a "removal string" due to 
their small size and the fact that they �t so deeply into the canal. CICs do not usually 
have manual controls attached to them because they are too small.

MC: Mini-Canals are the size between ITC and CIC. A mini canal is a good choice 
when you desire the smallest possible hearing aid while still having manual control 
over the volume wheel and possibly other controls. Because they are small, canal 
aids may be di�cult for a person to adjust and remove. In addition, canal aids have 
less space available for batteries and additional devices, such as a telecoil. They 
usually are not recommended for young children or for people with severe to 
profound hearing loss because their reduced size limits their power and volume.
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BTE: Behind-The-Ear hearing aids consist of a hard plastic case that sits on the back of 
your ear and carries sound to the ear through a custom ear mold. The custom ear 
mold is made from an ear impression to perfectly replicate the size and shape of your 
ear. BTEs are very reliable and are the largest in size. BTEs have the most circuit 
options and can be the most powerful of all styles of hearing aids. A new kind of BTE 
aid is an open-�t hearing aid. Small, open-�t aids �t behind the ear completely, with 
only a narrow tube inserted into the ear canal, enabling the canal to remain open. For 
this reason, open-�t hearing aids may be a good choice for people who experience a 
buildup of earwax, since this type of aid is less likely to be damaged by such 
substances. In addition, some people may prefer the open-�t hearing aid because 
their perception of their voice does not sound “plugged up.” BTE aids are used by 
people of all ages for mild to profound hearing loss.

There are 4 leading manufacturers of hearing aids that have proven to provide 
superior products. They provide the ultimate in customer service to ensure improved 
hearing and customer satisfaction.

Siemens hearing aids

Siemens is a name you can trust for hearing aids. Siemens has been in business for 
over 125 years and is the largest manufacturer of hearing aids in the United States. 
Siemens has hearing aids to meet every budget yet all are made with the same 
expertise and precision. There are basic styles, value and ultimate. All Siemens hear-
ing aids come with a two-year warranty. The higher priced Siemens hearing aids have 
more channels and o�er more features than the lower priced versions. If cost is a 
concern try the Phoenix or Cielo models. The top of the line Artis e2e has wireless 
ear-to-ear technology.

Beltone hearing aids

Beltone is a leading brand of hearing aids. It has an outstanding reputation and 
boasts over 1300 locations in the United States. They o�er an aftercare program 
called Belcare to help with your ongoing needs. The professionals at Beltone will help 
you complete a lifestyle assessment called the Personalized Hearing Health Assess-
ment (PHHA) to determine which type of Beltone hearing aid is best for you. Beltone 
o�ers a wide variety of hearing aids including basic, quality, advantage and premier
styles. Each group has products to suit your needs. The Edge model is a�ordable and
has 3 channels. The Mira model is a mid-range model with 6 channels. The top of the
line Oria has 12 channels and o�ers many additional features.

Hearing Aid Manufactures
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Starkey hearing aids

Starkey Laboratories is the world's largest manufacturer of hearing instruments. They 
o�er many hearing aids to provide you with the best solution for your hearing loss
and lifestyle. They were the �rst to provide a warranty as well as a free trial period.
They have many hearing aid models available starting with the 3-channel Aspect. The
mid-level Destiny comes in several models to accommodate your needs. The top of
the line Eli provides a wireless solution that is compatible with Bluetooth enabled
phones.

Phonak hearing aids

Phonak is a worldwide company with headquarters in Switzerland. They o�er special-
ized hearing instruments, which are available in a wide array of products to suit your 
hearing loss and budget. The 6 channel extra model provides a basic entry-level 
hearing aid. The mid-range Valeo and Elva models have 16 channels. The top of the 
line Savia has 20 channels and numerous features to provide the best hearing assis-
tance available. Phonak also has wireless hearing aid solutions.

Hearing aid technology can be broken down into three levels: analog, digitally 
programmable, and digital.

ANALOG technology has existed for several decades. Analog is the basic hearing aid 
technology in which sound waves are converted into electrical signals which are then 
ampli�ed. Analog hearing aids are custom built according to the speci�cations 
indicated from the user’s hearing examination. They o�er some adjustment capability 
- the user can change the aid’s program according to the listening environment (i.e.
one program will accommodate a small quiet setting while another would be used for
a large open stadium). Analog hearing aids are usually the least expensive.

The next level is DIGITALLY PROGRAMMABLE technology. Digitally program-
mable units are analog units that are digitally controlled by a computer in the o�ce to 
adjust the sounds of the hearing aid.

The most sophisticated technology available today is DIGITAL technology. By 
converting sound waves into numerical codes, digital hearing aids are able to observe 
a sound’s pitch or loudness and therefore be programmed to amplify some frequen-
cies more than others. With digital technology the audiologist has maximum control 
over sound processing and sound quality. Research indicates that digital instruments 
outperform digitally programmable and analog hearing aids. Hearing aids with digital 
technology are not perfect, but they are very good. Digital hearing aids have been 
widely available since the mid 1990s.

THREE LEVELS OF HEARING AID TECHNOLOGY
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The external and the middle ear conduct and transform sound; the inner ear receives 
it. When there is a problem in the external or middle ear, a conductive hearing 
impairment occurs. When the problem is in the inner ear, a sensorineural or hair cell 
loss is the result. Di�culty in both the middle and inner ear results in a mixed hear-
ing impairment (i.e. conductive and a sensorineural impairment). Central hearing 
loss has more to do with the brain than the ear, and will be discussed only brie�y.

Conductive hearing loss occurs when sound is not conducted e�ciently through 
the ear canal, eardrum, or tiny bones of the middle ear, resulting in a reduction of 
the loudness of sound that is heard. Conductive losses may result from earwax 
blocking the ear canal, �uid in the middle ear, middle ear infection, obstructions in 
the ear canal, perforations (hole) in the eardrum membrane, or disease of any of the 
three middle ear bones.

A person with a conductive hearing loss may notice that their ears may seem to be 
full or plugged. This person may speak softly because they hear their own voice 
quite loudly. Crunchy foods, such as celery or carrots, sound very loud and this 
person may have to stop chewing to hear what is being said. All conductive hearing 
losses should be evaluated by an audiologist and a physician to explore medical and 
surgical options.

Sensorineural hearing loss is the most common type of hearing loss. More than 
90 percent of all hearing aid wearers have sensorineural hearing loss. The most 
common causes of sensorineural hearing loss are age related changes and noise 
exposure. A sensorineural hearing loss may also result from disturbance of inner ear 
circulation, increased inner �uid pressure or from disturbances of nerve transmis-
sion. Sensorineural hearing loss is also called "cochlear loss," an "inner ear loss" and is 
also commonly called "nerve loss." Years ago, many professionals said there was 
nothing that could be done for sensorineural hearing loss ? that is totally incorrect 
today. There are many excellent options for the patient with sensorineural hearing 
loss.

A person with a sensorineural hearing loss may report that they can hear people 
talking, but they can?t understand what they are saying. An increase in the loudness 
of speech may only add to their confusion. This person will usually hear better in 
quiet places and may have di�culty understanding what is said over the telephone.

Central hearing impairment occurs when auditory centers of the brain are 
a�ected by injury, disease, tumor, hereditary, or unknown causes. Loudness of 
sound is not necessarily a�ected, although understanding of speech, also thought of 
as the "clarity" of speech may be a�ected. Certainly both loudness and clarity may be 

Article Source: Hearing, Hearing Loss and Hearing Aids: Issues and Answers; Dr. 
Douglas L. Beck , Audiologist, Editor-In-Chief, Healthy Hearing Website affected too.
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Hearing Loss Quiz
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Are you experiencing any of the following symptoms? You may have partial or 
signi�cant hearing loss.

• A history of ear infections, earaches or running ears.
• Experience ringing in your ears.
• Often ask people to repeat themselves.
• Friends and family complains that you play the radio or TV too loudly.
• Miss the punch line of jokes You hear better with one ear than the other on the
phone
• Experience difficulty understanding a conversation when in a large group or crowd.
• Have trouble understanding all the words in a conversation.
• Have trouble hearing when your back is turned to the speaker.
• Have been told you speak too loudly.

Not sure about the state of your hearing? This brief quiz can give you an idea of 
whether you’re experiencing hearing loss. Answer yes or no.

1.Do you hear people talk but have difficulty understanding the words?
2.Do long conversations make you feel tired or irritable?
3.Do people seem to mumble or speak more softly than they used to?
4.Do you need to ask people to repeat things frequently?
5.Do you piece together the meaning of speech without hearing all the words?
6.Are you turning up the volume on the radio or television above where others

listen?
7.Is it difficult to converse on the phone or your cell phone?
8.Do you hear better with one ear than the other?
9.Is it harder to hear when background noise is present?

10.Do you strain to hear in crowded bars or restaurants?
11.Have you had any significant noise exposure at work, recreation or in military

service?
12.Do you have difficulty following dialog at the movies or in a theater?
13.Is it easier to understand men’s voices than women’s?
14.Do you often misunderstand what others say?
15. Is it sometimes difficult to understand the speaker at a public meeting or service?
16.Does difficulty hearing cause you anxiety or embarrassment in new situations?
17.Does difficulty hearing cause you to visit with friends or family members less

often than you’d like?
18.Has anyone close to you suggested that you might have a hearing problem?

If you are experiencing at least two of the previously mentioned symptoms, then 
please contact us to schedule you a free hearing test in your area. HearingMatch is 
just a click away.
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